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OCEAN EXPERT EXCHANGE EDUCATOR RESOURCES 
 

TOPIC –  Sawfish Research & Conservation 
 

FEATURED EXPERT –  Dr. Dean Grubbs of Florida State University 

 

RELATED LEARNING STANDARDS 
 

OCEAN LITERACY PRINCIPLES - Principle #5:  The ocean supports a great diversity of life and ecosystems. 

   Principle #6:  The ocean and humans are inextricably interconnected. 
 

NEXT GENERATION SUNSHINE STATE STANDARDS - 

SC.4.N.1.3:  Explain that science does not always follow a rigidly defined method ("the scientific method") but  

  that science does involve the use of observations and empirical evidence.  

SC.4.L.17.4:        Recognize ways plants and animals, including humans, can impact the environment. 

SC.5.L.17.1:        Compare and contrast adaptations displayed by animals and plants that enable them to survive in  

                             different environments such as life cycles variations, animal behaviors and physical characteristics. 

SC.7.N.1.5:         Describe the methods used in the pursuit of a scientific explanation as seen in different fields of       

                             science such as biology, geology, and physics. 

SC.7.L.17.3:        Describe and investigate various limiting factors in the local ecosystem and their impact on native 

                             populations, including food, shelter, water, space, disease, parasitism, predation, and nesting sites. 

SC.8.N.4.1:  Explain that science is one of the processes that can be used to inform decision making at the  

  community, state, national, and international levels.  

SC.8.N.4.2:  Explain how political, social, and economic concerns can affect science, and vice versa. 

SC.912.N.1.1:     Define a problem based on a specific body of knowledge; pose questions, conduct systematic    
                             observations, examine books and other sources of information to see what is already known… 

SC.912.N.1.7:  Recognize the role of creativity in constructing scientific questions, methods and explanations. 

SC.912.L.17.4:    Describe changes in ecosystems resulting from seasonal variations, climate change and succession. 

SC.912.L.17.8: Recognize the consequences of the losses of biodiversity due to catastrophic events, climate    

changes, human activity, and the introduction of invasive, non-native species. 

SC.912.L.17.20:  Predict the impact of individuals on environmental systems and examine how human lifestyles  

  affect sustainability. 
 

SUPPLEMENTAL RESOURCES 

o Video Short – NOAA Fisheries Protecting the Smalltooth Sawfish (Grades 5-12) 

o Video Short – NOAA Ocean Today Smalltooth Sawfish (Grades 4-12) 

o Video Short – Discovery Canada The Life of a Sawfish: Daily Planet (Grades 4-12)  

o Documentary – ChangingSeasTV Saving Sawfish Episode (Grades 6-12)  

o Video – Terramar Smalltooth Sawfish 20 Years of Recovery (Grades 6-12) 

o Video Short – Daily Planet The First Wild Birth of a Smalltooth Sawfish Ever Recorded (Grades 5-12) 

o Reading – NOAA Fisheries Smalltooth Sawfish and Climate Change: Impacts of Habitat Loss… (Grades 7-12) 

o Reading – Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission Cultural Importance of Sawfish (Grades 6-12) 

o Reading – IUCN Shark Specialist Group Sawfish: A Global Strategy for Conservation (Grades 8-12) 

o Resource Library – Sawfish Conservation Society Play and Learn about Sawfish (Grades K-12) 

o Resource Library – Sharks and Rays of Australia Sawfish Outreach Concepts & Outreach Materials (Grades K-12) 

o Resource Library – Florida Museum Sawfish Conservation & Research & Outreach & Education (Grades 4-12) 

o Resource Library – NOAA Fisheries Species Directory: Smalltooth Sawfish (Grades 6-12) 

https://angari.org/oceanexpertexchange/
http://oceanliteracy.wp2.coexploration.org/ocean-literacy-framework/?page_id=1523
http://oceanliteracy.wp2.coexploration.org/ocean-literacy-framework/?page_id=1527
https://videos.fisheries.noaa.gov/detail/videos/sharks-rays/video/3570898667001/protecting-the-smalltooth-sawfish
https://oceantoday.noaa.gov/fullmoon-sawfish/welcome.html
https://youtu.be/zYBSOjJe73w?si=udBxoKXFRLPieP1n
https://youtu.be/ggCWK_A7w7E?si=c6QfUlgvGmeU8NDi
https://youtu.be/j052xzgvdp4?si=fdVYAEQ5yyl1OF35
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=2871830839541804
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/smalltooth-sawfish-and-climate-change-impacts-habitat-loss-range-and-distribution
https://myfwc.com/research/saltwater/fish/sawfish/cultural-importance/
https://saveourseas.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/sawfish-usb-singlepages-small.pdf
https://www.sawfishconservationsociety.org/play-learn
https://www.sharksandraysaustralia.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Sawfish_Outreach_McD-lesson-plan-sensory-metal-detector.pdf
https://www.sharksandraysaustralia.com/outreach-materials/
https://www.floridamuseum.ufl.edu/sawfish/
https://www.floridamuseum.ufl.edu/sawfish/conservation/outreach-education/
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/species/smalltooth-sawfish

