
10/14/2020 Working remotely on a boat presents challenges - South Florida Business Journal

https://www.bizjournals.com/southflorida/news/2020/10/09/working-remotely-from-sea-presents-challenges.html 1/9

Subscribe now  — Limited time offer

Please Sign In and use this article's on page print button to print this article.

CAREER & WORKPLACE
MARINE INDUSTRY

Working remotely from sea presents challenges

Captain Angela Rosenberg, president of West Palm
Beach-based Angari Foundation.

COURTESY OF ANGARI FOUNDATION

While mny Americns spent the pst seven months working rom home, some hve elected or
 di�erent type o remote workplce:  bot.

The uptick in South Floridins interested in working rom the se hs generted new sles, sid
Bob Denison, president o Fort Luderdle-bsed Denison Ychting.

“Demnd is ttched to people looking to spend time – nd by time, I men ull time – living
nd working on  bot,” he sid. “I you re one o those people tking qurntine seriously, 
bot relieves the cbin ever.”

Working rom  bot cn work or the whole mily, he dded. One client Denison sold  bot to
proceeded to trvel to Thiti nd is homeschooling their children rom the ycht, he sid.

In it for the long haul

As reeing s  Zoom cll rom the middle o the Atlntic Ocen my be, boting during 
pndemic comes with  new set o chllenges, sid Angel Rosenberg, president o West Plm
Bech-bsed Angri Foundtion nd cptin o the nonpro�t’s 65-oot vessel.

As cptin, prt o her job is to cilitte  remote work environment or pssengers, who cn be
t se or weeks t  time on reserch excursions. Covid-19 hs mde tht tsk more di�cult,
she sid.

Trvel restrictions becme one o the more pressing issues or her nd her ship, Rosenberg sid.
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“You used to be ble to just sy, ‘Let’s go to the Bhms,’ nd go,” she sid. “Now there’s  lot
more plnning nd pperwork involved.”

The Bhms continues to be  sought-ter destintion mong ychters, Denison sid. But
ccording to the Bhmin government’s guidelines or privte vessels, ll bots entering the
country’s wters must request permission beore rrivl nd detil the medicl condition o
every onbord trveler.

Once tht hurdle is clered, Rosenberg still preers to limit the interctions o her crew nd
pssengers with the outside world.

“We’re not exploring the shores in populted res,” she sid. “We’re isolting with the sme
eight or so people.”

Tht’s n cceptble option or mny, Denison sid.

Prt o the ppel o remote work bord  bot is the bility to sel-isolte reely, nd it’s the
reson so mny people re buying ychts in 2020.

Signal boost

Necessry or ny work-rom--bot pln is  solid internet connection. Tht’s where Mrc
Curreri, ounder nd president o Fort Luderdle-bsed mrine electronics nd repir compny
Mrine Proessionls, noticed the most new ctivity or his business.

“Everybody needs to sty connected these dys,” Curreri sid. “Some just wnt to check emils,
nd others wnt to be ble to be on  Zoom cll nd or the other people to never notice they’re
not in the o�ce.”

His nd other similr mrine compnies o�er three min internet solutions:  cellulr source, 
Wi-Fi hotspot or high-speed stellite.

The most expensive option, but the one tht works best or prolonged work experiences t se,
is high-speed stellite. It essentilly equips  vessel with the sme router cpbilities s  home,
Curreri explined, lthough the signl needs to be boosted in multiple plces on  ycht in order
or it to work throughout.

“In  house, there’s one source o internet,” he sid. “On  bot, in most cses, we’re providing
three sources.”

It usully tkes three dys to ully equip  bot with stellite internet, s the process involves
cutting into the bot to run wiring, Curreri sid.

For those looking or  less-invsive option, he sid  Wi-Fi hotspot cn eed o� o the internet
ner mrins to llow pssengers to work rom their bot.

Denison sid equipping  bot with internet cpbilities hs been one o the �rst priorities or
new bot owners during the pndemic.

“I this pndemic hppened 10 or 15 yers go, it would hve been  lot more chllenging,” he
sid. “But, s technology evolved, the bility to work bord  bot hs gotten  lot esier.”

Click on the links below to for more stories in our 2020 Marine Industry Special Section:
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South Florida Marine Industry Businesses - Employees
Ranked by No. of employees

1 JL Audio 416

2 MarineMax 310

3 Wartsila North America 270

Rank Company No. Of Employees

View This List

South Florida Marine Industry Businesses - Revenue
Ranked by 2019 revenue

1 ZF Marine Propulsion Systems Miramar $36.50 billion

2 MarineMax $630.00 million

3 GMT Global Marine Travel $180.00 million

Rank Company 2019 Revenue

View This List
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